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Following Jesus is important and demanding.
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love.
Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for

this week, how can you help someone who needs
a second chance?

Paul wrote to his friend Philemon: “When |
remember you in my prayers, | always thank my
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God because | hear of your love for all the saints
and your faith toward the Lord Jesus” (Philemon
1:4-5). This love was a gracious gift of God. Write
a list of those from whom you have received the
gracious gift of God’s love. Send them a note,
email, or text giving thanks for them for being part
of your life.

//f;i IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP
7722 WITH US TODAY!

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that
we say and do as we serve Him and live Iin
Christian love with one another.

If you would like to learn more about this church,
or are looking for a church family, please talk to
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our
guest register in the lobby and fill out the
Communication Card in the pew and place in the
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offering plate. Please include your local contact
information and email. Members, please fill in your
name for attendance. Thank you!
Should you have something we could privately
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let
our pastor or one of our members know so we can
seek the Lord’s face together.
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the
Lord richly bless you!
> ATTENDING COMMUNION AT
#&i = BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the confession and
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives
iInto our mouths not only bread and wine but his
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union
with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to
his table those who trust his words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love
as he forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth his death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body
and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of faith
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which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
differing from that of Bethlehem Lutheran Church
LCMS and yet desire to receive the sacrament,
are invited to speak with Pastor Karl Glander.

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 7, 2025

PRELUDE
-« ORDER OF WORSHIP -

HYMN OF INVOCATION

556 DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL,
REJOICE

(Stanzas 1-4)
1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,

With exultation springing,
And with united heart and voice

And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done,
How His right arm the vict'ry won.

What price our ransom cost Him!
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2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains | lay;
Death brooded darkly o’er me.
Sin was my torment night and day;
In sin my mother bore me.
But daily deeper still | fell;
My life became a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.

3 My own good works all came to naught,
No grace or merit gaining;
Free will against God’s judgment fought,
Dead to all good remaining.
My fears increased till sheer despair
Left only death to be my share;
The pangs of hell | suffered.

4 But God had seen my wretched state
Before the world’s foundation,
And mindful of His mercies great,
He planned for my salvation.
He turned to me a father’s heart;
He did not choose the easy part
But gave His dearest treasure.

(Please rise)
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+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION

[P]In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

(d Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151

[P)If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

dBut if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151

P]Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

dMost merciful God, we confess that we are
by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
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neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION LSB 151

PJAlmighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I-
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(3 Amen.

(Please be seated)

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 1

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked

(P) Blesséd is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
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nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;

but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.

[P) He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.

The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

[P) Therefore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

(Please rise)
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KYRIE LSB 152
[PJIn peace let us pray to the Lord.
(dLord, have mercy.

[P)For the peace from above and for our salvation
let us pray to the Lord.
(dLord, have mercy.

[P)For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all let us pray to the Lord.

(dLord, have mercy.

[P)For this holy house and for all who offer here
their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
(dLord, have mercy.

P)Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious
Lord.
(3Amen.

JTHIS IS THE FEASTZR LSB 155

B This is the feast of victory for our God.
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and
honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in
the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God
and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His
reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P)The Lord be with you.
(B And also with you.

[P)Let us pray.
O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only
Son but delivered Him up for us all. Grant us
courage and strength to take up the cross and
follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(3Amen.
(Please be seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15“See, | have set before you today life and good,

death and evil. '°If you obey the commandments
of the LORD your God that | command you today,
by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his
ways, and by keeping his commandments and his
statutes and his rules, then you shall live and
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multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in
the land that you are entering to take possession
of it. ""But if your heart turns away, and you will
not hear, but are drawn away to worship other
gods and serve them, '®| declare to you today, that
you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in
the land that you are going over the Jordan to
enter and possess. | call heaven and earth to
witness against you today, that | have set before
you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore
choose life, that you and your offspring may live,
?Oloving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of
days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.”

(L)This is the Word of the Lord.
dThanks be to God.

EPISTLE Philemon 1-21
Greeting

'"Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy
our brother,
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To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and
Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier,
and the church in your house:

SGrace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon’s Love and Faith

4] thank my God always when | remember you in
my prayers, *because | hear of your love and of
the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and
all the saints, °and | pray that the sharing of your
faith may become effective for the full knowledge
of every good thing that is in us for the sake of
Christ. “For | have derived much joy and comfort
from your love, my brother, because the hearts of
the saints have been refreshed through you.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

8Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ
to command you to do what is required, ®yet for
love’s sake | prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an
old man and now a prisoner also for Christ
Jesus— "%l appeal to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father | became in my imprisonment.
"(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is
indeed useful to you and to me.) ?| am sending
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him back to you, sending my very heart. | would
have been glad to keep him with me, in order that
he might serve me on your behalf during my
imprisonment for the gospel, but | preferred to do
nothing without your consent in order that your
goodness might not be by compulsion but of your
own free will. "*For this perhaps is why he was
parted from you for a while, that you might have
him back forever, '°no longer as a slave but more
than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially to
me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.

7So if you consider me your partner, receive him
as you would receive me. '8If he has wronged you
at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my
account. "I, Paul, write this with my own hand: |
will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me
even your own self. ?°Yes, brother, | want some
benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in
Christ.

21Confident of your obedience, | write to you,
knowing that you will do even more than | say.

(L)This is the Word of the Lord.
(dThanks be to God.
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(Please rise)

JALLELUIA AND VERSEJ LSB 156
dAlleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:38-41

P)The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the
tenth chapter.

(8 Glory to You, O Lord.

Martha and Mary

3 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a
village. And a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her house. *° And she had a sister
called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and
listened to his teaching. #° But Martha was
distracted with much serving. And she went up
to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my
sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then
to help me.” 4" But the Lord answered
her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things,
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[P)This is the Gospel of the Lord.
dPraise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON HYMN

783 TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE

1 Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

3 Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.
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4 Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

SERMON

"Cost of Discipleship™
.. . Pastor Jon Zehnder

(Please rise)

NICENE CREED

(di believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
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and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
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And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,

who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P} Lord, in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.

(Please be seated)
OFFERING

JOFFERTORY RESPONSE.?
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805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL
BLESSINGS FLOW

(Please rise)
/\ 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB 160
P)The Lord be with you.
(B And also with you.

[PJLift up your hearts.
[BWe lift them to the Lord.

[P)Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
it is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
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PJIt is truly good, right, and salutary that we should
at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

JSANCTUSJS LSB 161

(BHoly, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and
might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

[P)Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for
You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation
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accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone,
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

(d Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P)Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He
was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My 1+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
[P)As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

(d Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

[PJO Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in
giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and
Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray.
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LORD’S PRAYER
@ Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P)The peace of the Lord be with you always.

(83 Amen.

JAGNUS DEIJ LSB 163

dLamb of God, You take away the sin of the

world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the

world; have mercy on us.
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace.

(Please be seated)

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

628 YOUR TABLE | APPROACH

1 Your table | approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.

2 Lord, | confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3 Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
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Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

4 Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6 Oh, may | never falil
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

637 DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF
THE LORD

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.
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2 He who His saints in this world rules and
shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’'nly bread He makes the hungry
whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

(Please rise)

JTHANK THE LORD/ LSB 164

(BThank the Lord and sing His praise; tell
ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly
bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His
people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia,
alleluia.
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

[P)Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

(8 Amen.
(Please be seated)

HYMN TO DEPART

685 LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,

28



Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father's bidding.

Faithful Lord, with me abide;
| shall follow where You guide.

Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
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Jesus, here with You | die,
There to live with You on high.

4 | et us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,
Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.

BENEDICTION LSB 166

P)The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be

gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give

you peace.
(d Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
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A _ Go sd Serve the Lord

I Preacher: Rev. Karl P. Glander
I UThuEr AN Guest Pastor: Rev. Jon Zehnder
CHURCH Organist: Holly Bell

Flutist: Nancy Rybak
The Sound System: Jeff Kirsch
Elder: Tim Tobeck
Altar Guild: Emmy Larson, Betty Willis
Ushers: Steve Hempel, Greg Murray
Reader: Steve Hempel

" ' Signup Sheets in the Fellowship Hall. This
~ < is your chance to get involved in worship.

Celebrating birthdays this week: 9/11:Gary
Wilkie, 9/12: Joyce Kelnosky

< Food and Fellowship: Please join us
> immediately after the service. We meet in
the fellowship hall at the rear of the church
before Bible study. The refreshments this week
are from Steve Hempel. Thank you!
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There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the fellowship hall if you would like to sponsor a
week.

Our Response to God’s Love
Worship Service — 45
Adult Bible Class — 16

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CALENDAR
September 7, 2025 — September 14, 2025

TODAY  10:30 a.m. Worship Service w/Holy Communion
SUNDAY: 11:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study w/Pastor
September 7 11:30 a.m. Sunday School

MONDAY:
September 8

TUESDAY:
September 9

WEDNESDAY: 10:30 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study
September 10

THURSDAY:
September 11
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FRIDAY:
September 12

SATURDAY:
September 13

NEXT 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

SUNDAY: 11:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study w/Pastor
September 14 11:30 a.m. Sunday School

Pﬁ%“éﬁ %MW@@W&’@WW

5 utnersnwomen  LVWM Our first LWM meeting will be
e Monday September 29th at 1 p.m.
We will be discussing our plans and projects for
25/26 season. All ladies are welcome, and we
welcome everyone’s input. A light snack will be
served. If you have never joined us for a meeting,
come see what we are doing and help us plan for
the upcoming year. We hope to see you there.
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Our Special Prayers and Intercessions

Matt — stroke

Theresa — stroke

Chris — lung cancer

Tim — health issues

Kurt — health issues

Jack — fighting depression, lung issues
JoAnn — heart issues

Tamara — medical issues

Susan — recovering from cancer

Chade — guidance

Steven — guidance

Ashton — esophageal atresia

Sandi — Hodgkins and autoimmune
disease

Dorothy — in memory care

Gail — running tests for leukemia
Edison — health issues

Ava — cancer

Holly — start immunotherapy

Sharon — cancer

Joe — stage 4 lung cancer

Bob — need shots in eyes

Holly — needs pacemaker, hernia repaired,
found a mass in her stomach area
Family with children who have strayed
Millie — bad fall

Lisa — family struggling in many ways
Sal Jr. — cancer

Sal — health issues & now worried about
his son

Carol — heart, bursitis, eye mostly blind
in one eye

Chip — physical health and rehab
Annette — ductal carcinoma in situ
Eddie — massive heart attack

Linda — open heart surgery

Texas — catastrophic floods
Martha-hospitalized for high blood
pressure

Pam — health issues

Tim and his family - Grandma Jean has
entered hospice and has about three days
to live

Anonymous - wisdom to manage my
time and resources effectively in my job.
Physical and spiritual protection in my
workplace.
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Tara — health

Dustin — alcohol rehab

Brad — heart attack

Pat — health issues

Dave — health issues

Becky — cancer

Ken — cancer

Lidia — health issues

TA — spiritual guidance and removal of all
temptation

Jenn — cancer

Yvonne — health issues

David — health issues

Rick — stage 3 lung cancer

Sean — God knows

Lynne — health issues

Ron — hospitalized

Pam — health issues

Terri — health issues

Joe — health issues

Jessica — health issues

Sam — health issues

Paul - strengthening of faith

Judy — cancer

Larry — cancer

Cole — cancer

Anonymous — cancer

Nicole — broke lower leg

Pat — lot of health issues

Ken - massive heart attack in January, still
in hospital with major brain damage

Les — hernia surgery and kidney dialysis
Joan — stroke

Ron — prostate cancer

Andy - doing great after heart procedure
Barbara — had to remove part of her colon
Kenny — low oxygen and heart problems
Holly — going through a lot

Rev. Dennis Glander - entered into the
presence of Jesus, please pray for the
Glander family

Robert Walton — in hospital, will be going
in rehab

Nancy Mihich - bone marrow issues

Sam — back surgery

Sarah - recently went blind in her right eye




